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know where God found evil." 12 "God," he had declared, "is
in the world not as its Creator but as its Soul." u Now the
God-in-nature is forgotten. Emphasis is put on the Creator
whose "children" we are, and on His Son who renewed man's
life. God no longer is in nature, He is above nature. The con-
flict is admitted. During the coming centuries, Faith and Sci-
ence will be at war. Instead of one light, there are two.
Knowledge, Paracelsus always knew, came to man through
loss of Paradise.14 Now he regrets it. He cares less about knowl-
edge, more about Paradise. Above all, he no longer considers
knowledge the way back to Paradise. The magus is of Nature,
not of God.
All the true mystics recognized both lights as one. Unlike
them, however, Paracelsus was unable to enjoy the suspense of
de Cusa's "coincidence of opposites." Faustus later will bemoan
the tension of the "two souls which, alas, live in my bosom."
Paracelsus, in his misery of the year 1534, longed for rest.
"I started out in the Light of Nature. . . . and finished
in the Light of Eternity."15
THE    CATHOLIC   REFORMATION
The date of Paracelsus' conversion is significant. Since 1530,
the German Protestants had been firmly entrenched behind
the Augsburg Confession, and had lived as a body apart from
the rest of the Christian Empire. Lutherans and Papists vied
for the favors of the Sultan who was threatening Christian
lands. In 1532, Henry VIII had made himself head of the
Church of England. Thomas More had been beheaded. His
friend Erasmus was silent. (He died in 1536.) In 1534, Igna-
tlos Loyola founded the Society of Jesus, starting the spiritual